
Teacher: Cindy Cooper

Date: November 12, 2011

Grade Level: K-8

Lesson: Shadow Shapes
Materials: Paper, pencils, black card stock, metal brads, hand held hole punch, straws (craft sticks or BBQ skewers with the ends cut off can also be used)

Teacher Materials: For the shadow theater, you will need a large piece of foam core board, a large sheet of white paper and a lamp or flashlight. You could also use the light from an overhead projector.

Techniques/Skills: Recognizing shapes, drawing, cutting, assembling

Elements and Principals of Art: Shape

Vocabulary and Terms-  (art vocabulary can be found on artlex.com)  




       shape- a space enclosed by a line, color or texture 



       contour line- Lines that surround and define the edges of a subject, giving it shape and volume. These should not be confused with a form's outlines.
                                          positive shape- Space in an artwork that is filled with something, such as lines, designs, color, or shapes. The space within the form. 
                                          negative shape- The space surrounding a form or the subject in an artwork.




      Transparent- Allowing light to pass through so that objects can be clearly seen on the other side 




      Translucent- Allowing some light to pass through, but greatly obscuring the image of objects on the other side.




     Opaque- Something that cannot be seen through.
TLW: Create an original play or a play adapted from a book they have read.  They will understand how shapes create images by assembling shadow puppets for their play.  They will learn about the different ways in which a story can be shared.  They will learn the different parts of a story (beginning, middle, end or conflict, climax and resolution). Perform a shadow play using their puppets.

Louisiana Standards for the Arts

CREATIVE EXPRESSION: 

CE-1VA-E2
exploring techniques and technologies for visual expression and communication; (2, 3)

CE-1VA-E3
using art vocabulary, elements and principles of design to communicate the language of art; (1, 2)

AESTHETIC PERCEPTION:

AP-2VA-E1
developing skills in using elementary vocabulary, including the elements of design, to critique individual works and that of others; (1, 5)

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL PERCEPTION:

HP-3VA-E1
 recognizing art works by subjects, cultures, and time periods; (1, 2)

CRITICAL ANALYSIS:

CA-4VA-E1
viewing works of art, expressing an opinion, and justifying individual viewpoints; (1, 2, 3)

CA-4VA-E5
expressing personal feelings or judgments about works of art and explaining negative or positive comments. (1, 2)
Lesson Development: Inspiration: Shadow Puppetry is an ancient art thought to be possibly old as cave paintings, when it is thought that early man would tell stories on the cave walls using the shadows of their bodies to tell stories. The Roma people also known as gypsies have used shadow puppets for centuries to entertain. 



In China, there is a legend that shadow puppetry began in about 120 B.C. when a favorite wife of Emperor Wu Emperor of the Han Dynasty died. The emperor, distraught over her death lost the will to govern. One day, a minister happened noticed children playing with the dolls where the shadows were sharp against the wall. The minister then made a cotton puppet of the concubine and painted it. As night fell, he invited the emperor to watch a rear-illuminated puppet show behind a curtain. The emperor was delighted and inspired to govern again.



However, earlier shadow puppets have been found in India.  Early shadow puppets were made from leather that was pounded thin.  Indian and Roma puppets were treated with oil to make them translucent, meaning some light could pass through the leather. Then they would treat them with color that would project on the screen. This helped define the face and clothing. Many shadow puppets are opaque, meaning no light can pass through them.  



Owly Shadow Puppets: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-1j_PntB1g 



Chinese Shadow Puppets Using Color and special effects: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXfUY58R1us


Surf Commercial Using Shadow Puppets: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNeVXdlRCSk&feature=related


Elementary School Shadow Puppets: http://www.bing.com/videos/watch/video/i-had-a-little-piggy/efed76a8fd05537a260defed76a8fd05537a260d-981986377821?cpkey=e802b85ff426d688acd6e802b85ff426d688acd6-896136446972%7Cstudent%20shadow%20puppetry%7C%7C&q=student%20shadow%20puppetry


Helpful Websites: http://discover-indo.tierranet.com/wayang.html 



http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/multimedia/series/AEMicrosites/playing-with-shadows.aspx


http://www.karagoz.net/english/shadowplay.htm 


   http://www.travelchinaguide.com/intro/focus/shadow-puppetry.htm


Have students work in groups to create their plays.  Be sure to give them the rubric before they start working.  Hand out storyboard sheets to help them adapt their story to a shadow play.




Puppet Creation: To build the basic shape of the shadow puppet’s body we will be using the six simple shapes as building blocks: Square, diamond, rectangle, triangle, circle and oval.


Questions: For puppet creation- What characters are in your story? What do they look like? Describe the simple shapes that make up their bodies. 



Have students draw their characters using the shapes.  You can give them templates of the shapes to assemble and trace. (Older students can free draw the shapes and once they are finished with the simple shapes can elaborate with more contour detail.  Do not let them draw interior details such as eyes and mouths. 




For puppet creation- How will you connect these shapes?  Where does the character move? Where are it’s joints? (Younger children will create a puppet with no more than two joints while older children can use more joints for their puppets.)


During puppet creation with very young students it may be necessary to assign a character to create.

1.  Prior to class, cut six building block shapes cut out of flex foam or cardboard in various sizes for the class to use for their puppets. The students can also draw their own puppet just make sure that the neck is at least two fingers wide so that the stick can be attached to the back.

2.  The students pick flex foam shapes to be used for the head and the body. Encourage them to try different shapes for unusual puppets. The students should trace around the head and body shapes on heavy cardstock, making sure there is a thick neck to join the head to the body.

3. Make sure the students understand they need to draw moving parts such as arms and legs separately.  They will need to make them a little longer than they want them to be to give them a spot to join them.  

3. The students cut out the head and body shape and other moving parts such as arms and legs.

4. Put a pencil mark where legs and arms will be joined.  Punch them with the hole punch.

5. Use the brads to join the moving pieces to the body.

6. Ahead of time cut off point of a bamboo skewer, with a wire cutter. Have students use clear packing tape attach the stick from the head down through the body and off the puppet so that the student can hold and move the puppet.

7. Have students tape another stick to the moving part.  The sticks should be perpendicular to the ground.





Puppet Performance Tips: Have students practice with the light and the screen.  They should be aware of where they need to stand or crouch so that their bodies and hands don’t show. Unless the character is flying keep it’s feet at “ground” level, the bottom of the screen.  One rod should be used to hold the puppets body and the other to operate the limbs.  If you have two moving limbs, hold the one not moving with the same hand you use for the body.  Always project your voice when performing, but be sure to be silent when your character is not speaking.  Many students believe that just because the audience cannot see them, they cannot hear them either.  Extra talking or noise can ruin a performance.

Reflection:                 For the Puppet: Have students discuss what shapes were used to create their puppets and how these shapes created the final form.



For the play:  Students can pretend to be theater critics and write an article on the play they would recommend and why they would recommend it.  They can use a rubric to help structure their article.

Lesson Time Line (For Puppet Creation):    Inspiration (10 minutes)



         



   Puppet Creation (20 minutes)



         



   Cleanup (10 minutes)

For older grades: Puppets can be more elaborate.  If they are able to use x-acto knifes, they can cut shapes into the figure to create facial features and other details.  colored celophane, tissue or acetate can be used to fill in the spaces and add color.  They can use heavy acetate to create figures that are completely translucent or transparent.  Have them experiment with different textures to see how they show behind the screen.  They can also be more elaborate in form, with a more complicated contour line that goes beyond simple shape.


